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In The Realistic Joneses, we meet Bob and Jennifer and their new neighbors, John and Pony, two

suburban couples who have even more in common than their identical homes and their shared last

names. As their relationships begin to irrevocably intertwine, the Joneses must decide between their

idyllic fantasies and their imperfect realities.
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Two couples occupy adjacent homes. Both men suffer from an obscure degenerative disease. The

women try to cope with the effects of it on their marriages and arenâ€™t finding it easy. Nor do the

men help. The one man seems to have lost affect: he either doesnâ€™t notice or doesnâ€™t care

what his wife is going through as life closes in on them. She remembers a better past between them

but it isnâ€™t there any more. What should she do? For the duration of this play, which presents a

slice of their life, not their whole life, she drifts between temptation and duty. At the end of the play,

itâ€™s not all that clear which side sheâ€™s come down on, but probably duty. The other couple is

more bohemian but not all that much: social conventions weigh in on all these people. So thereâ€™s

a little almost-flirting, nothing much happens, and at the end of the play, things are pretty much like

they are at the beginning. But isnâ€™t that the way most of life is? Along the way, using ordinary,

not poeticized, language, playwright Eno produces affecting images of loss.

A really good play by a really good playwright and performer. How long has it been when you've

gone to see a play and never felt you knew what it was "about" and enjoyed it so much, you were



glad its "aboutness" was so illusory or like, hey, real life. Or Chekhov?

A profoundly interesting play. Performance brings it to life and the lessons about human connection

burn as a beacon of truth.
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